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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the most prominent social, ethical, and health problems caused
by fake alternative medicine practitioners (FAMPS) to patients who frequent them in the
Saudi society. The study used the descriptive studies pattern by following the social survey
method in a sampling method. The study sample consisted of patients who frequent referral
hospitals in the Saudi main regions. Their number was (502) participants. The tool to collect
data consisted of a questionnaire. The main results were that FAMPs had caused harm to
most of the patients in the study sample. The most prominent problems of those FAMPs were
the bad impact of using their treatment and its reflection on patients’ performance in family
life and work, as reported by the patients. The FAMPs do not care about health safety during
their therapeutic practices, and they do not mention to patients any side effects that may occur
from the use of these practices. Finally, patients see that most of those FAMPs practice their
work in non-suitable places for treating. Also, results show that age, place of residence and
patients’ income are variables related to the occurrence of harm from their use of alternative

medicine.

Keywords: Alternative Medicine, Fake Practitioners, Social Problems, Patients
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