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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the reality of Saudi women’s work at retail sectors, and reveal
the challenges that face Saudi women for the sake to identify the obstacles that hinder women’s
success. A field survey has been used to assess women’s work reality to provide possible
solutions. The study aimed as well to bridge the gap between legislation and application. The
study relied on a mixed methodology consisting of descriptive and analytical survey. This
methodology allows the examination of this phenomena and combines quantitative and
qualitative tools: Data has been collected through social survey and interview. The sample
consisted of 350 Saudi female sellers at the ages of (18 — 35), who come from different cities
at the Eastern province, and the interview has been conducted with 34 supervisors at retail
stores. This study is important because it combines woman studies and developmental
sociology that examine the empowerment of women and what women can do through the
process of growth. The study also fills in a gap in the literature because it provides data that
may help researchers examining the job market to understand the reality of women
empowerment at retail sectors. Therefore, this study can be a starting point to other studies in
this field as it can contribute to the improvement of legislations, strategies and future plans that
improve the current economic and social status of working women.
Keywords: Retail sector - Future of women’s work - Saudi Working women - Reality of
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