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Abstract

The concepts of tolerance, coexistence and cohesion are associated with each other when
addressed in most Arab theoretical frameworks. This may be normal with some scientific
concepts but does not apply to concepts that constitute part of the moral system of
contemporary societies. The lack of clarity of concepts and the nature of the relationship
between them reflects a gap in the moral system of society. That is, these concepts are common
concepts, but they are not practiced by the members of society. In the event when they are
practiced, everyone has a different understanding from the other in their practice, which shows
a discrepancy in understanding and application. The current study sought to focus on the
conceptual dimension of tolerance, coexistence, and cohesion (social cohesion), and it showed
clear discrepancies in addressing the definitions of these concepts, as well as confusion
between them in some cases. This has led to an attempt to make some definitions that are
compatible with the normative connotations of the Saudi social context at the King Abdul-Aziz
Centre for National Dialogue. The study also showed the vagueness of the boundaries
separating the concepts of tolerance, coexistence, and cohesion (social cohesion), as well as
the nature of the relationship between these concepts, in addition to the determination of their
role within the Saudi social context. The study tried to clarify that there was a difference in
type between tolerance and coexistence, and that tolerance is a prerequisite for achieving
coexistence. There is a difference in the degree between coexistence and cohesion as well.

Keywords: Tolerance — coexistence - cohesion.
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